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There are days when I will need to cancel office hours, so I strongly discourage just dropping in.  It’s always a good idea to check to make sure I’m in.  By that same token, I’m often in the office at other times, so check to see if I’m in if there’s another time you want to stop by.

Required Text:
Lightbown, P.M & Spada, N. (2006). How languages are learned. Oxford University Press. ISBN 0194422240.

Online readings: Please see our class website for online readings. 

Required Materials:
Microsoft Office Word and PowerPoint

Internet browser Browser check  
Adobe Acrobat Reader
RealPlayerSP 

General Resources for Online Learning:

Library:  instruction on use of the Internet for research: http://library.uncw.edu/index.phtml
Also, please watch a short video of the new features of the Randall Library’s website 

Learning Online Support:  For Blackboard technical questions, contact the Technology Assistance Center 

The Writing Center, Westside Hall, provides assistance in writing, proofing, and editing. Please take advantage of their services. 

If your equipment problems prevent you from using the Internet, there are many computer labs on campus, and virtually every public library offers Internet access.
Course Description:
EDN 316—Undergraduate class: Investigations in the field of Second Language Acquisition including basic concepts in first and second language acquisition and relationships between the two. Topics include key research, theories and principles in the field of English as a second language and how they relate to the academic achievement of English language learners.
EDN 516—Graduate class: Students investigate and research important aspects of first and second language acquisition including how first language acquisition can impact second language acquisition, important research in both fields, the progression of theoretical developments in the fields and how these developments compare to those in the field of educational psychology.

Watson School of Education Conceptual Framework

The Watson School of Education prepares competent professionals to take on leadership positions in our schools by emphasizing ethnical and professional standards, informed decision making, reflective practice, pedagogical knowledge, diversity, content knowledge, effective communications, and technological competence.  As a student in this class, you are expected to demonstrate developing competence in all of these areas. 
Course Objectives:
1. Students use their knowledge of the English language to facilitate the English acquisition of others. 

2. Students identify resources and avenues to advance their own knowledge of the field.

3. Students reflect on their own practices to improve the academic outcomes of English language learners.

4. Students use their knowledge of the history of the field of English as a second language to improve educational opportunities and achievement of English language learners.

5. Students serve as professional resources to colleagues and build partnerships across their schools to facilitate educational opportunities and achievement of English language learners.
6. Students assess and implement the most useful technologies to facilitate educational opportunities and achievement of English language learners. 
7. Students develop and apply advanced inquiry, reflection, leadership and research skills to complete the objectives above based on their teaching and related experiences.
NC TESL Standards and Indicators

· Standard 5: Teachers apply effective methods, practices, and strategies based on second language acquisition theories and research to plan, implement, and manage ESL and content instruction.
· Indicator 1: Teachers apply strategies based on the distinct ways in which children, young adolescents and adult learn second language. 

· Indicator 2: Teachers tailor instructional strategies to meet the individual needs of limited English proficient students. 

· Indicator 3: Teachers design content lessons that are appropriate to grade and language proficiency levels of limited English proficient students.

· Indicator 4: Teachers sequence instruction based on an understanding of the simple to complex and familiar to unfamiliar progression of topics, content, and language.
· Indicator 5: Teachers incorporate the North Carolina Standard Course of Study content area objectives into the teaching of ESL.
· Standard 6: Teachers identify, choose, and adapt a wide range of materials, resources, and technologies in ESL and content instruction
· Indicator 1: Teachers evaluate, select, and design materials that appropriately address language and content goals for limited English proficient students.

· Indicator 2: Teachers adapt textbooks and other materials to align with the language and content instructional objectives for limited English proficient students.

· Indicator 3: Teachers use technology to address English language acquisition and content instructional objectives.
· Standard 8: Teachers use a variety of assessments as they relate to the education of limited English proficient students
· Indicator 1: Teachers evaluate and administer language proficiency assessment instruments. 

· Indicator 2: Teacher use formal and informal language proficiency and diagnostic assessment data to identify, place, monitor, and exit limited English proficient students.

· Indicator 3: Teachers develop and use formal and informal assessments appropriate to language and content instructional objectives.

· Indicator 4: Teachers demonstrate understanding of the state accountability system as it applies to limited English proficient students.

· Indicator 5: Teachers collaborate with other teachers and support personnel to prepare limited English proficient students for statewide assessment.
· Standard 9: Teachers recognize how diverse languages, cultures, family backgrounds, and abilities affect the learning of English as a second language.

· Indicator 1: Teachers adapt instruction to address individual learning styles and abilities

· Indicator 2: Teachers recognize academic and intellectual giftedness among limited English proficient students.

· Indicator 3: Teachers craft their instruction to include the families of limited English proficient students as a resource.
· Standard 11: Teachers affirm that all students with limited English proficiency can learn English.

· Indicator 1: Teachers distinguish between limited English proficiency and exceptionalities among diverse learners.

· Indicator 2: Teachers acknowledge that limited English proficient students with special needs can learn English. 

· Indicator 3: Teachers accommodate the diverse educational backgrounds of English language learners
· Standard 12: Teachers stay current on research, trends, policies, and legal mandates affecting ESL programs.

· Indicator 1: Teachers access and use current information form a variety of sources to plan and evaluate instruction and programs.

· Indicator 2: Teachers know how to gather and analyze data to improve teaching and learning.

· Indicator 3: Teachers reflect on their practice in order to establish goals for professional development.
· Standard 13: Teachers advocate for limited English proficient students and ESL programs by encouraging communication and partnerships among students, families, communities, and schools.

· Indicator 1: Teachers identify and access resources and services available to limited English proficient students and their families

· Indicator 2: Teachers develop strategies for two-way communication with families of limited English proficient students.

· Indicator 3: Teachers outline a plan for identifying potential ESL volunteers and paraprofessionals in the community.

· Indicator 4: Teachers develop strategies to encourage family involvement in the education of limited English proficient students.

· Indicator 5: Teachers encourage student and community participation in multicultural events.

· Indicator 6: Teachers collaborate with the educational community in support of the needs of limited English proficient students and the ESL program.
· Standard 14: Teachers collaborate within the educational community and serve as resources and models for their peers to enhance learning and encourage cross-cultural interaction.

· Indicator 3: Teachers are prepared to participate in the planning and delivery of staff-development activities on limited English proficient students
Course Requirements
1) Online attendance is required. You must participate in online assignments and/or discussions weekly. 
2) Work for this class is divided into several modules that must be completed in a specific order. 
3) Complete all assignments as detailed in the syllabus and in the course modules.

4) Adhere strictly to the UNCW Academic Honor Code 

5) All papers should be word processed and edited for grammar and spelling.  Structural or organization errors that consistently interfere with comprehension will result in points being deducted from that work. Work that consistently does not meet these criteria may not be accepted. Points will be deducted for poor writing and/or the paper will not be accepted. The Writing Center, Westside Hall, is available to help you. Please take advantage of their services. 

6) All papers should be submitted to Blackboard Assignments as a Microsoft Word attachment on the day that they are due by Midnight. Use Blackboard to download assignments, review the module content and to complete Discussion posts.
Grading/Evaluation

Undergraduates – EDN 316
	Assignment
	Percentage of final grade

	1. Modules-Comprehension, Analysis & Extension Questions
	48%

	2. Tests 
	30%

	3. Participation/Discussion Posts/Responses
	22%


Graduates – EDN 516

	Assignment
	Percentage of final grade

	1. Article Reviews (2)
	10%

	2. Research Paper
	10%

	3. Tests
	30%

	4. Modules-Comprehension, Analysis & Extension Questions
	48%

	5. Participation/Discussion Posts/Responses
	22%


Please see detailed assignment descriptions in the course shell.  If you have any questions regarding the assignments, it is your responsibility to seek clarification.

Grading Scale: 


100-97 = A

96-94 = A
93-90 = A-

89-87 = B+

86-84 = B
83-80 = B-

79-77= C+

76-74 = C
73-70 = C-

69-65= D 

< 65= F

A: outstanding work meeting expectations of course that needs no revision. (100-90) 
B: excellent work meeting expectations of course that needs some revision (89-80) 
C: acceptable work meeting expectations of course-needing extensive revision (79-70) 
D: minimal work meeting expectations of course (69-65) 
F: work that does not meet expectations of course (65 and below) 
Concerns 

Any and all concerns should be brought to my attention by e-mail or in person. Anyone who is uncomfortable coming directly to me may contact the ESL coordinator, Dr. Eleni Pappamihiel, pappamihieln@uncw.edu at any time during the semester.

Plagiarism

While plagiarism is not new on college campuses, it is becoming an increasingly large problem with the popularity of Internet sites that encourage this illegal and unethical activity.  Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional representation of someone else’s work as your own.  Please see the following website for assistance on how to avoid plagiarizing.

Violence and Harassment 
UNCW practices a zero-tolerance policy for violence and harassment of any kind.  For emergencies contact UNCW CARE at 962-2273, Campus Police at 962-3184, or Wilmington Police at 911.  For University or community resources visit
 http://uncw.edu/safe-relate/campusResources.htm
Disability Access Statement:   

The University of North Carolina Wilmington is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  Please contact Disability Services if you are in need of accommodations.
THE UNIVERSITY LEARNING CENTER DePaolo Hall 1056 & 1003, first floor 910.962.7857 www.uncw.edu/ulc
The University Learning Center’s (ULC) mission is to help students become successful, independent learners. Tutoring at the ULC is NOT remediation: the ULC offers a different type of learning opportunity for those students who want to increase the quality of their education. ULC services are free to all UNCW students and include the following: --Learning Services (University Studies) http://www.uncw.edu/ulc/learning/index.html --Math Services http://www.uncw.edu/ulc/math/index.html --Supplemental Instruction http://www.uncw.edu/ulc/si/index.html --Writing Services http://www.uncw.edu/ulc/writing/index.html
Major Assignments
Modules

There are modules for each student to complete.  Graduate students are expected to be more reflective and analytical in their responses.  Each week will begin with Framing Questions that are answered on the Discussion Board.  You will have Comprehension Questions, Analysis Questions and Extension Questions in each Module.  Each of these questions will get progressively more challenging as you go along.  Modules 1, 2, and 4 also contain tests.

See the grading breakdown below for each module.

Comprehension Questions: 12%
You'll find these answers directly stated in the book during your reading. Generally the responses are just 1-2 sentences long, if that. 
Analysis Questions: 16%
These questions require a bit more reflection and interpretation of the reading. The responses to these questions will be in paragraph form instead of 1-2 sentences. There will still be a 'right' answer. 
Extension Questions: 20%
The responses to these questions are not directly stated or implied in the book and will require application of what you've learned in the book and make educated guesses as to the answers. There will not always be a right answer. I will be grading you on your ability to defend your response using a combination of personal experience and information from the book. 
Discussion Posts and Responses: 22%

Module Tests: 30%
You will find the specific assignments for each Module on the Blackboard site.
Participation

Each and every student must participate in class discussions on the discussion board every week to every discussion posted.  Responses should be reflective and, where appropriate, expand and explore other students’ responses. 

Rubric for online discussion boards:

	Needs Improvement
	Meets Expectations
	Exceeds Expectations

	· Superficial response to the question posed with little or no exploration of the topic

· Never refers back to others students’ responses
	· Response is thoughtful and goes beyond a superficial response (yes/no responses with a few accompanying sentences).

· Explores the topic and occasionally refers back to previously learned material

· Reacts to other responses on a regular basis
	· Response is thoughtful and goes beyond the current context to include past or related experiences

· Always couches responses in terms of what others have written in a constructive way

· Explores topics in a manner that demonstrates research beyond the course materials


Discussion Board Rules

· Responses will not be graded on grammatical correctness; however, clarity is always appreciated.

· Make sure you’ve read through what you’re going to post to avoid having to have multiple posts correcting what you thought you had said in the first one.

· Do not attempt to include any attachments in your post.  Cut and paste or refer to websites.

· Be polite.  Imagine yourself talking to people face to face. If you wouldn’t say it to everyone in a group, don’t post it on the board.

· If you have any problem with any person, concept or idea, please email me privately.

Participation also includes email correspondence with the instructor.  I should receive email responses from you within 24 hours of sending it except on weekends.   You can expect the same from me. 

*Article Reviews – EDN 516 Only – 10 points
You will critically analyze two articles for this course. You will write a short 3-4-page review of the articles discussing their potential impact on your classes.  Please use the headings below.  Please send me the title and source of the articles you plan to review ahead of time.  Be sure that they address issues you face in your classroom. 


Introduction: just a few paragraphs describing the article itself with a short summary.

Critique: what did you think of the article?  What is well written?  Did the author make a good argument?  Do you agree or disagree with the author’s premise and findings? This section should only be about 20% of your review.
Application: This part should be about 60% of your review.  How would you use the information contained in this article in your (future) classes?  Use lots of specifics and give me activities if you can.  The more specific you can be with your application, the better your grade will be.  In other words, if I can actually picture your classroom in my mind, you’re more likely to get an “A”.

Purpose of this assignment: 

To allow students the opportunity to explore areas of second language acquisition beyond those within the confines of the class materials. 

Course objectives related to this assignment:

1. Students identify resources and avenues to advance their own knowledge of the field.

2. Students use their knowledge of the history of the field of English as a second language to improve educational opportunities and achievement of English language learners.

3. Students serve as professional resources to colleagues and build partnerships across their schools to facilitate educational opportunities and achievement of English language learners.
4. Students assess and implement the most useful technologies to facilitate educational opportunities and achievement of English language learners. 
*Research Paper – EDN 516 Only – 10 points

Graduate students will write a 7-10 page paper answering a specific question on a second language acquisition practice.  Your focus will be on how ELL students learn a topic or content area subject.  It should include modifications you will provide as well as the student’s cognitive application. Your paper should be double-spaced and include at least four outside sources.  Please see the assignment details and online references in Blackboard.

*Please feel free to submit your research paper and article critiques before the due dates for my formative feedback.
              EDN 316: Second Language Acquisition Research and Theory

EDN 516: Second Language Acquisition

Assignments are due by midnight on the date listed.

Week 1 —Discussion post assignment due on August 29
	Topic
	Course Introduction - Blackboard

	Readings

Due
	None

	Assignments

 Due
	

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Personal Introduction Discussion Post


Week 2—Assignments and Discussion Post Response due September 5
	Topic
	Module 1 - Language Learning in Early Childhood

	Readings

Due
	Text - Chapter One - Pages 1-27



	Assignments

 Due
	Module One Comprehension Questions

Module One Analysis Questions

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Respond to two of your classmates’ Introduction Discussion Post


Week 3—September 12
	Topic
	Module 1 - Language Learning in Early Childhood

	Readings

Due
	PowerPoint – Basic Theories of First Language Acquisition

	Assignments

 Due
	Module One Extension Questions



	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Module One Discussion Post:  Basic Theories of 1st Language Acquisition




Week 4—September 19
	Topic
	Module 1 - Language Learning in Early Childhood

	Readings

Due
	

	Assignments

 Due
	Module One Test


	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Respond to two of your classmates’ Module One Discussion Post:  

Basic Theories of 1st Language Acquisition Theory


Week 5—September 26
	Topic
	Module 2 - Explaining Second Language Learning

	Readings

Due
	Text – Chapter Two – Pages 29-51



	Assignments

 Due
	Module Two Comprehension Questions

Module Two Analysis Questions

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	 


Week 6—October 3
	Topic
	Module 2 - Explaining Second Language Learning

	Readings

Due
	PowerPoint:  Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory

	Assignments

 Due
	Module Two Extension Questions



	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Module Two Discussion Post:  Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory

Module Two Discussion Post:  How do you learn another language?




Week 7—October 10
	Topic
	Module 2 - Explaining Second Language Learning

	Readings

Due
	

	Assignments

 Due
	Module Two Test

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Module Two Discussion Post:  Behaviorism

Respond to two of your classmates’ Module Two Discussion Posts:

Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory

How do you learn another language?


Week 8—October 17
	Topic
	Module 3 - Individual Differences in Second Language Learning

	Readings

Due
	Text – Chapter Three – Pages 53-76

	Assignments

Due
	Take the free Myers-Briggs Jungian Type Indicator assessment.   After you have answered the 48 questions, click on “For more info on your Jung Type” Click Here

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Module Three Discussion Post:  Myers Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI) 

Results

Respond to two of your classmates’ Module Two Discussion Post:

Behaviorism




Week 9—October 24
	Topic
	Module 3 - Individual Differences in Second Language Learning

	Readings

Due
	The psychological experience of Immigration
Suarez-Orozco & Suarez-Orozco PowerPoint

	Assignments

 Due
	EDN 516 students:  Please e-mail me suggested articles for your 

Article Reviews and topics for your Research Papers

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Module 3 Discussion Post:  The psychological experience of immigration

Respond to two of your classmates’ discussion posts on their MBTI and language learning


Week 10—October 31
	Topic
	Module 3 - Individual Differences in Second Language Learning

	Readings

Due
	Remaking identities

	Assignments

Due
	Module Three Comprehension Questions

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Module 3 Discussion Post:  Remaking Identities

Respond to two of your classmates’ Module 3 Discussion Post:

The psychological experience of immigration


Week 11—November 7
	Topic
	Module 3 - Individual Differences in Second Language Learning

	Readings

Due
	

	Assignments

 Due
	Module Three Analysis Questions

Module Three Extension Questions

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Respond to two of your classmates’ Module 3 Discussion Post:

Remaking Identities


Week 12—November 14
	Topics
	Module 4 - Learner Language & Observing Learning and Teaching in the 

Second Language Classroom

	Readings

Due
	Text – Chapter Four – Pages 77-108

Text – Chapter Five – Pages 109-136

	Assignments

Due
	Module Four Comprehension Questions

Module Four Analysis Questions

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Module Four Discussion Post:  Teaching Strategies


Week 13—November 21
	Topic
	Thanksgiving Holiday – Enjoy!

	Readings

Due
	

	Assignments

Due
	 Suggestion:  EDN 516 students:  Use this week to work on your 

article reviews and research papers.  

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	


Week 14—November 28
	Topic
	Module 4 - Learner Language & Observing Learning and Teaching in the 

Second Language Classroom

	Readings

Due
	Module Four Extension Questions

	Assignments

Due
	Module 4 Test

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Respond to two of your classmates’ Module Four Discussion Post:  

Teaching Strategies


Week 15—December 5
	Topic
	Module:  Chomsky’s Universal Grammar

	Readings

Due
	Watch the video interview with Noam Chomsky

	Assignments

Due
	EDN 516 - Article Reviews
EDN 516 – Research paper

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Discussion Post:  Universal Grammar


Week 16—December 12
	Topic
	Critical Period?

	Readings

Due
	Watch the interview with Antonio Banderas 

	Assignments

Due
	

	Discussion/

Responses 

Due
	Discussion Post:  Critical Period?

Respond to two of your classmates’ Discussion Post:  

Universal Grammar


